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'With t *r-ks for your speedy reaction to ay letter^ oy apologies for not letting 
you know I*d not be hose yesterday. 1 ik» everything els© in my life, it tamed out 
backward, a characteristic that can be exploited, the doctor looked at sy legs, felt the 
calves and told se I's getting along so sell he doesn't have to sec- &a for a month, before 
I got hose his nurse phoned with orders to increase the level of anti-coagulant, based 
on the day before* e blood- test that was delayed reaching him. ‘Where he’d told ns to 
double the tine between rests he cancelled this and oirectea the sane schedule oi testing. 

Physically i cion * t fool bad, except that ires xnactivxviy — it ge - tmg -ut -*n»» wnat 
x used to do to prevent this (partially) is something I enjoy, physical activity. About 
all remitted to me in piki ng gad gradually I’s extending that. I'm st a k ing a conscientious 
effort to got core rest but sometimes, even with sleeping pills, strange to sse, I can't. 
However, 1 stay in bed and get that such rest and. usually dose off ana. on when 1 can't 
sleep. She problem is an active mind that has so such to do, to try to prevent, and 
what say be called fights to plan. 

Mithia the limitations of phlebitis I mf %sriLte active. I's working an average 
14— hour das'. But such of the time is packaging books (during mats with legs elevated) 
and trying to just keep up. a o present time for writing. For the immediate future- that 
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1*11 write Pra^separa fcely . Thanks for the suggestions- For the xaotasnt ay belief 
be limited to Post lories, bt-esaae the first' and third of the series 
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are close to needing reprinting and I can't do it right now. I want to add to both 
and with a condensation I*d want to keep both in print. I guess I couia suggest Whitewash 
XV to QreJ^l have enough of them. The transcript alone can sell it, eepeciall^to the 
aim oocaune c-— tt^e ou—xuxt c-.- t x-«. ce-. —e v. 


Right now publishers are going crany for asoEPsisttion books and that is wnat 
slisost without exception they ere printing. Vintage in reprinting Sylvia Keaghsr’a 
superb book in Kerch. Sell has brought Lane * s sjxzsS out and in my heavy sail thare has 
been no single reference to it. 

The problems 1 face begin with ss publisher attitudes to sae and are moat serious 
in their not understanding the subject. ISecuoiag the potential of solid, serious work, 
this xc o pposec. to oil their exp., rxence. 

The plain and sispfee truth is that there is virtually nothing in any book that 
did act origlnute in mine. Sylvie has a few tilings in hers. A current .and goelloni one 
by Howard Hoffman focuses narrowly and well and with a new publisher will, I think. 


sell well as it deserves to. It has an excellent formula reflected in the title, 
Presumed Guilty. In the topics it touches it does have a. xew new things. 



So 1 **. realuy t a l ki ng aoout the shortest possible hardback. This ^r. K the 
least expansive to manufacture ana the lowest possible selling price, Manufacturing 
can be less costly now due to a new prteess I use in Post fortes. It can be used with 
a hardback, efficiently. The see printer I’ve bees dealing with is fine but I don’t 
want tv oe the printer, a doa’t want the s&sse handicaps and to spend my life boohs. 

lfctiA 1 tee * is a desi that iwi^s so-r;e prosise is in the offing ttare isa‘t such 
- ecn dc by way cf approaching a condenser. It would repairs a non-paraocidal knowledge 

of the field, the material, the o^rificance. It would be * former job for a good editor 
who lacks this' knowledge. 

I tat* two reporters who would be ideal. Hownwr, 'I don’t know if either is in 
a position to. I'll ask. One is retired bat is not a naming user. Ieads Ms oim 

exceptionally active life, She other is a working reporter. *kis not only give® fcis a 
Aguiar day’s work but scans giving up Ills private life and perhaps running some problems 
«_t.. .-c employer. >.oaghcr aud forward caa’t eenpete with thenaslvos* tact after taking 
a quarter out to promote his own book Howard will fo going- beck to law school. 

Host of ths ao-oalled experts the majority of vh® are in their best ^om-iats no 
worse than insane are fabricators who do not know anything about the actualities. Same, 
aii-v iece, when they caa^t avoid it, breese near fact and truth. 

^ * U ^ &8S -fore is an exceptional suitor available end a dedicated publisher, 
tm Possibilities are lix&isd. What I think is sot linitsd is the financial return. hy 
own history proves this. 

»hsn 1 teas in Kew Tori: on MbP&naM e> »w»i- w* «*-•. 
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uoo isa foou and i think perhaps on another occasion# 

a .--Oulu have- to do .’ill or cost of the prelection, Uecaase I an. United in what I 
can ao tills would as of now naan the yield per book or a hardback, after initial TV 
appearances a publisher night srmngo I can do eta always do do much by phcnc.Eadie. 

There have been -any changes at S8S. They went for W big at Pocket, but Dhiskin. 
saw those yaw-tag s&tes over Calories -Don’t fount. They have tended toward what they can 
promote an exposes. * Tztl one raay scars- them. Pocket predicted in 1965 that Whitewash 

woula be the year’s best-selling book until Shtakin took a very practical position, he 
did have 


That is what was ruinous to us. 

Publishers don’t trust promises, but I don’t want to punish *y next book. The five 
chapters 1 had done five years ago -ere vary well received at Bantam on the editorial 
_cvsl .... was o dccisicn. agansot tso subject. They have boil ad the pvt with 

a planner named taaon now. a formula bock. I think it will be a good one, especially 
with an editor. So, I have this added reason for a hardback connection. 


^realities to face. Xcu ran into this with Oswald in Sew Orleans, resceber? 



The natural procos for a good p.r. department are a flack's dream* You slsould 
reaeober so se. The latest i$ the FBI’s certification, that I know uore about the JFk 
assassination than 'anyone in the FBI. W u fc© ever heard of THAT as a legit promo? 

*-* *d - . .i s A.Lviinc.** ading any • - nci*, an — can -m. ueOateo that or greed, to 
bill &e sensational and if not will generate sales. If and when the tine cones i'll 


Sesesaber ws &rs taikiin^bout the first hook on the barren Cocssissioa 
the original work on it whs r. suddenly it is hot all over agaon. in & different era* 
¥s*ve had Watergate and few see a halo around the ghost of St. Ed&ar Hoover* 

And there will be acre ca-es in cou$£* ay cases, for a while* .way one can cause 
a sagor ssns&tion with, the changed atmosphere. Any development in the Sing/fiay case 
can sell anything with cy nans on it. 

So, while I’ve given you an idea of sosse of the problems for you to think 
about I also believe this can nake nancy if dw« right* Bad over a period of years. It 
is a subject that will not die no matter what happens* That Is why I f a going to leave 
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10 years old whan. you hove to he Sherlock ■‘•Solises to £iu 


out ho « to get it. It will be ay printing of it. Without a seat for ads or prestos. 

I guess the real grohlea begins with getting eosaebod^ to see end believe* 

And to understand that the tine is nos. There la no IMicaidan that the Church, 
corssittae cr its subcommittee arc serious* 2ia» efforts in tbs louse are handicapped by 


Query, as they 


dependence upon the r^f-proaoters and the political needs of the 
perceive then, ilonnwhilu, there la an eaoraous new effort to cover up within the 
government. But it requires sons disclosures and t;u?se boil the pat. 

Assuateg wfc&t 1 report to be real, have you any estimate or Mess? 
unless there is something unexpected ssadically 1 do not expect to be away until 
the middle of next mouth* I*ja usually away ‘ksuday ass • a orainga until bout 10s3G» When 
Lil etartr her tax work I'll bo driving her to and Iron hsr office* And probably doing 
e£ walling there, where i it is flat* which would aeaa no assurer weekdays free the 
first to 4./16 unless I*a hoae. 

Hope you all hav* a nice holiday and a good year. 



